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earthquake

shakingresult of 
sudden 
movement

on a 
fault
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focus

area in rock that 
is under stress

where rock
lets go

underground
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epicenter

on the earth's surface

directly above focus
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P wave

primary waves
first waves to arrive

expand and contract
cause the first jolt



November 12, 2013

S wave

vibrate side to 
side and up 
and down

secondary waves
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surface
waves

on earth's surface

produce ground 
movement

slower than P 
and S waves
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Mercalli 
scale

has four 
categories

measures intensity
or strength

earthquake measuring
scale
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magnitude

a number given to
earthquakes

based on earthquakes size
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Richter
scale

based on size of 
seismic waves

comes from seismograph
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seismograph

an instrument
measures
seismic waves
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moment
magnitude
scale

a rating system
estimates total energy released


