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soil

on earth's 
surface

weathered 
material

plants grow 
in it

loose

bedrock

solid rock 
layer

under soil

humus

decayed organic  
matter

fertility

more is 
better

measurement of how 
well plants grow in soil
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loam

clay, sand and 
silt in soil

soil horizon

different in 
color

layer of soil

different in 
texture

top soil

crumbly

dark soiltop layer

subsoil
usually the second 
layer

clay and other particles 
washed down from top 
layer
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acidic

reacts with some 
metals

like an acid causes rust

basic

feels slippery

opposite of 
acidic

litter

sheded leaves

layer of loose 
matter on top 
of soil

decomposers

organisms that 
break down dead 
matter into smaller 
and smaller pieces

mushrooms

worms

bacteria


