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plate

separate sections
of the lithosphere

a total of 15 
plates cover 
earth

plate
tectonics

they are moved by
currents in the mantle

that pieces of the earth's lithosphere
move slowly

it is a theory



October 23, 2014

fault

boundaries where
plates meet

three kinds

they break the
earth's crust

sliding
boundary

plates slide past each other

crust not created  or 
destroyed

moving in opposite 
directions

called a transform
boundary



October 23, 2014

rift
valley

created on land

created by a spreading
boundary

a deep valley

colliding 
boundary

a place where two plates 
come together

in the ocean creates a trench

called a convergent
boundary

where ocean and land meet there
is subduction where two continents collide 

you get mighty mountains
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spreading
boundary

a place where two plates
move apart

create a rift valley called a divergent
boundary

create a mid-ocean ridge


