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air 
mass

huge body of air

similar temp, 
humidity and air 
pressure

Chap 8 Sec 3

tropical

from the area 
between the tropics

always warm 
and humid

Chap 8 Sec 3
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polar

related to the 
north and 
south pole

cold 
and 
dry

Chap 8 Sec 3

maritime

related to 
the ocean

Chap 8 Sec 3
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continental

related to the 
continents

Chap 8 Sec 3

front
storms develop here

where different air 
masses meet

Chap 8 Sec 3
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occluded
front

warm air caught 
between two cooler 
masses

complex 
weather 
pattern

Chap 8 Sec 3

warm air gets 
occluded (cut 
off)

cyclone

a low pressure 
area it swirls 

aroundgreek 
means 
wheel

Chap 8 Sec 3

labeled 
"L"
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anticyclone

opposite of 
cyclone

winds spiral outhigh pressure 
marked with 
"H"

Chap 8 Sec 3


